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Disclaimer 

 

To the best of our knowledge, the information in this booklet is accurate and up to date. It has been 

sourced from third level websites and the CAO handbook. Most of the information on subject 

descriptions was sourced from the following website: www.careersportal.ie, with input from subject 

teachers. 

 

It is the responsibility of the individual student to check with higher level institutions in regards to 

course entry requirements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.careersportal.ie/
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Introduction 

 

This booklet is a summary of the information you will receive from subject teachers and in career 

guidance classes to help you make an informed decision on what subjects you will study for your 

Leaving Certificate. 

 

In the following pages you will find information about the core and optional subjects on offer in the 

senior cycle in Drimnagh Castle. Selecting the right subjects for the Leaving Cert, and the level at which 

to take them, is an exciting and important task. The wrong choice here can have consequences in two 

years’ time when you might find pathways into college courses are blocked because you do not have 

the required subjects for entry onto your chosen course. 

 

When you are considering which subjects to take, remember this decision will have long-term 

consequences on what careers are open to you. There are good reasons why many students take a 

science subject and a foreign language as it can allow for a much broader course choice at 3rd level. If 

you haven’t decided yet what career you wish to follow after school, it is a good idea to keep all your 

options open by taking a science and continental language, provided of course, you have the necessary 

aptitudes and motivation to study these subjects. 

 

At Drimnagh Castle, students study seven subjects at senior cycle. Every student studies the core 

subjects: English, Irish and Maths and these subjects are required for matriculation for the major third 

level colleges (students with DES exemptions are exempt from taking Irish/foreign language). Students 

choose four other subjects from the following list of optional subjects: Accounting, Art, Biology, 

Chemistry, Design & Communication Graphics, Economics, French, Geography, History, Music, 

Physics, Spanish and Technology. Politics and Society is also being offered for the first time in 

September 2019. 

 

Aside from their seven exam subjects, students also receive education in subjects related to their 

social, spiritual and health education. Students have weekly classes in Religious Education and Physical 

Education / Study. They receive career guidance classes and information sessions in both 5th and 6th 

year. 

 
The choices you make today,  

design your future.  

– Deepak Chopra 
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National Framework of Qualifications 

 

 

The National Framework of Qualifications describes the qualifications of the Irish training and 

education system. The Irish NFQ, established in 2003, is a framework through which all learning 

achievements may be measured and related to each other in a coherent way. The many different 

types and sizes of qualifications included in the NFQ, are organised based on their level of knowledge, 

skill and competence. Because all NFQ qualifications are quality assured, learners can be confident 

that they will be recognised at home and abroad. 

 

When you finish your Junior Certificate, you will have a Level 3 qualification! 

Completing your Leaving Certification gives you a Level 4/5 qualification. 

After your Leaving Certificate, you can go directly into one of the following levels: 

 Level 5: Post Leaving Certificate, one year courses. 

 Level 6: Advanced and Higher Certificate, two year courses ran in PLC colleges and Institutes 

of Technology. 

 Level 7: Ordinary Degree three year courses in Institutes of Technology and some Universities. 

 Level 8: Honours Degree three /four year courses in Institutes of Technology and Universities. 
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Leaving Certificate Grading Scale and Common Points Scale 

 

The Department of Education and Skills introduced a new Leaving 
Certificate grading scale in 2017.  

The highest grade is a Grade 1 and the lowest is a Grade 8. The grades 
are divided by 10 percentage marks each except for the lowest grade 
which is any mark below 30%. Higher level grades have a ‘H’ in front of 
them and ordinary level grades have an ‘O’ in front of them. For 
example, a student who achieves a H5 in their Leaving Certificate 
English exam, sat the higher level paper and scored 50% or above but 
less than 60%. 

The change in the grading system means Irish Universities, Institutes of 
Technology and all other colleges which accepts applications through 
the CAO, must use the common points scale.  

 

Revised Common Points Scale 

Some important points! 

 37 points will be awarded for a H7. This means that a student who achieves a mark of 30% or above but less 
than 40% on a higher level paper will be awarded 37 points towards their CAO points provided the H7 is one 
of their top six subjects. 

 25 bonus points for Maths will be awarded to students who achieve a H6 or above in their higher level 
Maths exam. 

 

Revised scoring for LCVP Link Modules 

Grades for Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) Link Modules have 

also been revised in line with the overall changes to the Leaving Certificate grading 

and points scales.  

 

 

New Grades % Marks 

H1 / O1 90 – 100 

H2 / O2 80 < 90 

H3 / O3 70 < 80 

H4 / O4 60 < 70 

H5 / O5 50 < 60 

H6 / O6 40 < 50 

H7 / O7 30 < 40 

H8 / O8 0 < 30 

Higher Ordinary 

Grade Points Grade Points 

H1 100   

H2 88   

H3 77   

H4 66   

H5 56 O1 56 

H6 46 O2 46 

H7 37 O3 37 

H8 0 O4 28 
  O5 20 
  O6 12 
  O7 0 
  O8 0 



7 
 

 

College and Course Entry Requirments 

 

There are two types of entry requirements students must satisfy to gain entry onto third 

level courses: 

 College Matriculation Entry Requirements 

 Specific Course Requirements (minimum subject requirements) 

 

College Matriculation Entry Requirements 

The first requirements students must satisfy are the matriculation requirements for the third level institution they are 

interested in applying to. If a student does not meet these basic entry requirements he will not be accepted onto a 

course at that institution no matter how many points he has secured in his Leaving Certificate. The matriculation 

requirements vary across the third level institutions. It is important to check the website of the institution you are 

interested in applying to. Below is a summary for some of the local and popular higher level institutions. 

NUI Institutions 

UCD, UCC, NUIG, Maynooth University, Constituent Colleges, Royal College of Surgeons (RCSI), NCAD, Shannon College 

of Hotel Management, Institute of Public Administration, St. Angela’s College, Sligo. 

 Candidates must obtain a pass in at least six subjects. 

 Of these six passes, students must achieve at least H5 in two higher level subjects and at least a grade O6/H7 

in four subjects. 

 For entry to all degrees: English, Irish and four other subjects in the Leaving Certificate are required. 

 A third language must be included among the other subjects for Arts, Human Sciences, Law, Social Science, 

Commerce, Medicine and Health Sciences (the exception of Accounting, Business, Law and Finance in 

Maynooth University). 

NUI Irish / Language Exemptions 

Students with specific learning difficulties affecting their ability to learn a language (dyslexia) may apply for 

an exemption from the third language requirement at the NUI’s. Students born outside of Ireland may also 

apply for an exemption from the Irish matriculation requirement. However, these students may be legally 

obliged to attend and participate in Irish class. To apply for an exemption, you must complete and submit the 

Exemption Application Form. See www.nui.ie for more information. 

Trinity College Dublin 

 Passes in six Leaving Certificate subjects, three of which must be at a grade H5 or above in higher level papers. 

 These passes must include:  

o English AND 

o Mathematics and another language (Irish is sufficient) OR 

o Latin and another subject other than a language. 

 Mathematics at foundation level is acceptable for minimum entry requirements for all courses except Nursing 

or Midwifery courses. 

 Irish at foundation level is not acceptable for minimum entry requirements, course requirements or for 

scoring purposes. 

http://www.nui.ie/
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TCD language exemptions 

In the case of students who are exempt from Irish/modern languages, students need to apply to Trinity College 

directly for a waiver from the Irish/modern language requirement in the year they sit their Leaving Certificate. 

Applications are available from the Trinity website. 

 

Dublin City University 

 Pass six Leaving Certificate subjects, two of which must be H5 in a higher level exam. 

 Passes must include English OR Irish AND Mathematics 

Note: Bachelor of Education (Primary Teaching) requires a H5 in three subjects.. 

 

 

Technological University of Dublin (City centre, Tallaght and Blanchardstown) 

Level 8 (Honours Degree) 

 A minimum of a grade H5 in two subjects at Higher Level and grade O6/H7 in four other subjects including 

Maths AND English OR Irish. 

Level 6 and 7 (Higher Certificate and Ordinary Degree) 

 Five grade O6/H7 or above including Maths AND English OR Irish. 

 

LCVP is not accepted as a subject for matriculation purposes but is accepted as a subject which can be counted for 

points. 

 

 

 

Course Specific Entry Requirements 

 
As well as meeting the college Matriculation Requirements, students may be required to meet specific course 

requirements for some courses. This is usually higher level Maths, a lab science or other course specific subjects. A 

minimum grade in that subject is usually set in order for the applicant to gain admission to that course regardless of 

points. Below are some examples of a specific course requirement: 

 Primary School Teaching – Higher level Irish at grade H5 or above 

 Human Nutrition and Dietetics in Trinity College Dublin – H4 or above in higher level Chemistry 

 Electronic Engineering, level 8, Institute of Technology, Tallaght – O4 or above in ordinary level Maths 

There are two ways to check the specific entry requirements for CAO courses. 

1. Go course page on the college website and read the course information which will specify the subjects and 

minimum grade requirements. 

2. Go to www.qualifax.ie 

a. Click on the ‘Students’ tab 

b. In the left hand column select ‘Useful Tools’ 

c. Click on ‘Minimum Entry Requirements’. This allows you to search for courses that require a specific 

subject. 

 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
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Science Subject Requirement at 3rd Level 

 

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information, students should always verify the entry 

requirements with course provider. 

 

3rd Level Courses Requiring Chemistry as a specific course requirement: 

CK702 Dentistry University College Cork 

DT223 Human Nutrition & Dietetics Technological University of Dublin (City) 

CK701 Medicine – Undergraduate Entry University College Cork 

TR072 Pharmacy Trinity College Dublin 

CK703 Pharmacy University College Cork 

RC005 Pharmacy Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 

DN300 Veterinary Medicine – Undergraduate Entry University College Dublin 

CK707 Medical and Health Sciences University College Cork 

 

3rd Level Courses Requiring Biology as a specific course requirement: 

CK405 Genetics University College Cork 

TR056 Human Health and Disease Trinity College Dublin 

 

3rd Level Courses Requiring Physics as a specific course requirement: 

TR035 Theoretical Physics Trinity College Dublin 

 

There are many courses that require 1 or 2 science subjects. This courses can be found using the ‘Useful Tools’ app 

on www.qualifax.ie which is demonstrated below: 

 

1. Select the ‘Students’ tab on the home screen: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
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2. On the left hand side, select ‘Useful Tools’: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Select ‘Minimum Entry Requirements’: 
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4. Select ’Leaving Certificate Subjects’: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. From the drop down menu select ‘A Science Subject’ (or any other subject you are interested in: 

 

 

You will then be able to select one of the following options: 

Definitely requires - This will show you all the courses in the country which definitely require this subject. 

May require – This will show you all the courses which may require this subject. It is worth investigating these 

courses more in order to fully understand the entry requirements. 

Does not require – This courses do not require this subject. 

 

Always check course providers’ website to confirm information found on third party websites. 



12 
 

Post Leaving Certificate Courses (PLC’s) 

 

What are PLC’s? 

Post Leaving Certificate courses are full time 1 and 2 year courses which take place in Colleges of Further 

Education. There are a wide variety of subjects you can choose to study from animal care to music 

production to motor maintenance to photography.  

Who studies a PLC? 

Many students opt for a PLC when they are unsure of what they would like to study in college. Others do 

not want to commit to 3 or 4 years of study but would like to improve their chances of gaining employment. 

Some students will not have been offered the CAO course they wanted and will use a PLC as an alternative 

entry route. Many students who want to study a Creative Arts programme at third level will do a PLC 

portfolio course for a year before applying to college. 

Where are the colleges? 

There are many PLC colleges nearby: Crumlin College, Pearse College, Ballyfermot College, Kylemore College, 

St. Kevins, Rathmines College and many more. They all offer a unique set of course. 

How do I apply? 

Applications for PLC’s are made directly to the College offering the course. Students will then be invited for 

interview.  

What are the entry requirements? 

In order to be eligible for a PLC course, students must pass five subjects at Leaving Certificate. Some courses 

will require a specific subject or level. Always check the college website for up to date information! 

 

Apprenticeships 

 

As the economy is improving, the number 

of available apprenticeship positions are 

growing. An apprenticeship takes 4 years 

to complete and is worth a level 6 

qualification on the National Framework. 

Apprenticeships are spent between 

learning on-the-job and learning off-the-

job in an education facility.  

Traditional apprenticeships do not 

require specific subjects. However, it is 

important to note that Maths makes up a 

considerable part of the off-the-job training. Certain subjects are also deemed to be beneficial to a student 

who is hoping to enter a trade such as Technology or Design & Communication Graphics. More information 

on apprenticeships can be found at www.apprenticeship.ie. 
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The Core Subjects 

 

English  

At Leaving Cert level, the English course aims to develop: 

 The ability to critically analyse information, as preparation for the responsibilities and 

challenges of adult life; 

 A respect and appreciation for language used accurately and appropriately, and a 

competence in a wide range of oral and written language skills; 

 An awareness of the value of literature for widening horizons, for enhancing their 

sense of cultural identity, and for personal enjoyment. 

The exams at both higher and ordinary level require students to sit two papers. Junior Cycle results are often a good 

indication of what level a student should choose for Senior Cycle English. Students who achieve a merit or higher at 

higher level Junior Cycle usually take higher level at Senior Cycle. A large number of students take English at higher 

level but you should not underestimate the amount of work required to obtain a high grade. 

Exam Structure 

Paper I            Higher and Ordinary Level - 170 mins. - 200 marks. 

Section I: Three texts are presented to students on a general Theme.  Two sets of questions, an A and a B follow 
each text.  Candidates must answer a question A on one text and a question B on a different text. 
(100 marks) Question A encompasses comprehension style questions, while question B is a functional 
writing task. 

 
Section II: 

 
(Composing). Candidates must write an extended composition in a specific genre of language from a 
list of seven choices. (100 marks). This question is 25% of the English exam and requires a lot of 
practice. 

 

Paper II            Higher and Ordinary Level - 200 mins. - 200 marks.   

Section I:    The Single text    (60 marks)  

Section II:   The Comparative study (70 marks)  

Section III:  Poetry     (70 marks) 

Higher Level students must study and answer on a Shakespeare text in either Section I or Section II of the paper.  

The Comparative Study involves studying three texts from a set list of novels, plays and films. These texts vary from 

year to year. 

Higher Level   

(i)  Unseen poem   (20 marks)  

(ii)  Prescribed poetry (50 marks): This involves writing an essay on one of 8 poets on the course. The 8 poets vary 

from year to year. 

Ordinary Level  

(i)  Unseen poem   (20 marks)  

(ii)  Four poems will be printed on the exam paper and students must answer questions on one of the four.   (50 marks) 
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Maths 

Maths is one of the core subjects. It is compulsory in every school. Project Maths, the current leaving cert curriculum, 

provides students with the opportunity to gain an understanding of and familiarity with several branches of 

mathematics, as well as developing their overall appreciation of the subject. The branches, or ‘strands’, of the course 

have been chosen because they have applications in everyday life, are useful in other disciplines, and provide a 

foundation for further education. As a result, maths is very accessible to students at all levels. 

Exam Structure 

At Ordinary level and Higher Level there are two assessment components, Paper 1 and Paper 2 

Each paper will contain two sections – A and B. 

• Section A will address core mathematics topics, with a focus on concepts and skills. 

• Section B will include questions that are context based applications of mathematics. 

At Foundation level there is one assessment component, a written paper. Learners will be assessed by 

means of problems set in meaningful contexts.  

Higher level Maths is designed to suit the needs of all students, whether they are continuing their study of mathematics 

to third level, studying it as a compliment to another subject (such as Business or Physics), or just looking for points. It 

is considered the most time consuming subject of all and often requires a lot more hours of study and time spent doing 

homework. 

 

Gaeilge 

Irish is assessed at three levels i.e. Foundation Level, Ordinary Level or Higher Level. 

The learner’s oral competency is assessed around Easter of the final year, in an oral 

examination worth 40%, at each level, of the overall mark.  The other three skills; listening, 

speaking, reading and writing are assessed in June. Aspects of literary works must be 

studied at Ordinary Level while at Higher Level these same works and additional material 

must be studied in greater detail. 

Exam Structure 

Higher and Ordinary Level consists of two papers:  

Paper 1: Written exercises and reading comprehensions 

Paper 2: Questions on Prose and Poetry which have been studied in class. 

At foundation level there is one paper consisting of reading comprehensions. There may be an unseen poem. 

There is also an aural (listening) exam at higher, ordinary and foundation level. 

Note: You do not have to study Irish if you have an exemption. 
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The Options 

 

Accounting 

Leaving Certificate accounting provides students with the knowledge, understanding and skills 

in accounting and financial management necessary for managing personal and basic company 

accounts. The learning experiences in accounting develop students’ organisational, logical 

thinking, planning and problem-solving skills for their future life, work and study. It also 

develops their numeracy skills within the context of business and enterprise. 

Topics covered include: 

Financial Statements Preparation, Farm Accounts, Club Accounts, Company Accounts, Manufacturing Accounts, 

Financial Statements Analysis and Interpretation, Budgeting, Break-even Analysis, Cost Classification, Accounting 

Theory and Principles. 

Exam Structure 

The subject is examined at higher and ordinary level. Both levels involve one exam of three hours duration. The exam 

paper is made up of three sections, the first two are based on the Financial Accounting section of the course and the 

third covers the Management Accounting section. Questions must be answered from all sections of the exam paper. 

 

 

Art 

All students, both Ordinary and Higher level, follow a common course. The 

practical work can include Life Sketching, Still Life, Imaginative Composition, 

Design and Craftwork. 

The History of Art and Appreciation is a broad course covering Irish and 

European Art, and also Art Appreciation. It requires looking at artworks 

through the use of reproductions, slides and art galleries, reading books and 

writing essays on different subjects. 

Exam Structure 

The Art course is currently being updated. More information will be provided by the Art teachers when it becomes 

available. 
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Biology 

The Biology syllabus requires a lot of memory work. There is a very high level of reading skill 

required and a like for language is an advantage. 

If your chosen subject is biology you will gain an understanding of yourself and the natural world 

in which you live. The course uses practical activity and investigation to develop your skills and 

knowledge. The scope of biology is wide and varied and covers not only the traditional study of plants 

and animals but also areas such as molecular biology and biotechnology which have clear relevance to 

modern society. 

The course is divided into three units 

 Unit 1 - The study of life (ecology and food science) 

 Unit 2 - The Cell (Genetics, photosynthesis, respiration and enzymes) 

 Unit 3 - The organism (a study of body systems, plant biology and microbiology) 

Exam Structure 

The examination at higher and ordinary level is three hours duration. The exam paper is divided into three units. 

Section A - Six short questions (answer five) 100 marks. 

Section B - Three questions on practical activities (answer two) 60 marks. 

Section C - Six long questions (answer four) 240 marks. 

 

Business 

This subject teaches the skills and knowledge needed to understand how business works.  

This is a practical course that introduces students to the world of business in a 

straightforward and logical way. It aims to create an awareness of the importance of 

business activity and to develop a positive and ethical attitude towards it. The importance 

of people in business is highlighted. It emphasises the importance of good management 

and deals with skills and activities necessary for good management practice. It also deals 

with the impact of technology, foreign trade, global firms and competition and with 

business structures and the national economy. 

Business requires students to stay alert and to be aware of current related business media 

(e.g. newspapers, TV, radio).  The course is theory based and therefore requires a lot of 

learning. 

Leaving cert business has been on offer for many years now, so there are lots of past papers to help the student when 

revising. 

Exam Structure 

 

Higher Level – 1 x 3 hour paper (400 marks)  Ordinary Level – 1 x 2.5 hour paper (400 marks) 

Section 1 – Short questions  Section 1 – Short Question (10/15) 100 marks.  

Section 2 – Applied Business Question Section 2 – Long Questions  

Section 3 – Long Questions  



17 
 

Chemistry 

The subject aims to provide a relevant course for students who will complete their study of 

chemistry at this level while, at the same time, providing a foundation course for those who 

will continue to study chemistry or related subjects following completion of their Leaving 

Certificate. 

The Leaving Cert. course follows on from Junior Cert Science, and deals with more topics in a 

lot more depth. The course includes 28 mandatory practical experiments which must be completed in the lab, as well 

as a written paper including questions on the experiments and examining the theory and applications of chemistry. 

There are an amount of calculations involved. Chemistry has been the second most popular science subject for some 

time now. 

There is no element of continuous assessment but experimental copies must be available for inspection by State 

Examinations Commission. Students considering studying two science subjects should note that Physics and Chemistry 

complement each other. 

Exam Structure 

The leaving cert exam is three hours in duration. Each candidate must answer at least two questions from Section A 

(experimental section) and a maximum of six questions from Section B. 

There are eleven questions in total on the exam paper, each carrying 50 marks. 

Students taking chemistry have to memorize the chemical components of a series of prescribed experiments. They 

will need to present the elements of four such experiments in their exam. 

 

 

Design and Communication Graphics 

Design and Communication Graphics (DCG) has taken the place of technical drawing for the 

Leaving Certificate and provides students with the opportunity for visualising and 

comprehending information presented verbally or graphically. 

If you are interested in taking this subject to Leaving Certificate level, you will need to have taken Tech Graphics to 

Junior Certificate level. 

There is a great emphasis in the Leaving Certificate course on comprehension, analysis and problem solving. In simple 

terms, you must be able to understand what has to be done, analyse how you are going to approach it and then 

proceed to solve the problem. 

Although it is not an essential subject for either architecture or engineering, it is regarded as a useful asset if you are 

thinking of a technical course. The DCG course now has a project aspect. 

Exam Structure 

Student Assignment: 40% - The project involves the design and production of an artefact and an accompanying folder. 

In undertaking the project, students combine knowledge and skills developed through their study of the core and 

chosen options 

Examination Paper: 60%. 
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Economics 

This subject teaches the skills and knowledge needed to understand the economy. 

Economics is a study of human behaviour. As a discipline, economics is divided into two broad 

categories: 

Microeconomics considers how individual people decide what goods they are willing to buy or not buy based on 

maximising their personal 'utility' (getting as much benefit as possible from their money), and how firms and 

businesses will try to take advantage of consumers' habits to maximise profit. It also examines how multiple 

businesses in a market will price their goods based on their competitors and their various costs. 

Macroeconomics considers how governments manage the economy as a whole - how they select policies which meet 

their goals, such as stable economic growth (avoiding recessions), minimising the national debt, and encouraging 

employment. How the government handles issues such as tax (how much tax should people pay and how to spend 

the tax collected), international trade, and banking all have implications for economics stability and growth. 

Exam Structure 

From 2021 onwards students must complete a research project in 6th year worth 20% of final grade 

The exam can be taken at both Higher Level and Ordinary Level 

One Paper – 2.5 hours duration  

Section A – 9 Q’s - Students do 6 (100 marks each) 

Section B – 8 Q’s - Students do 4 (75 marks each) 

 

 

French 

Course content for Higher and Ordinary levels is similar but the tasks expected of 

the student are very different. However, oral and written skills are particularly 

important at higher level. A grade 'C' at higher level in the Junior Certificate is 

usually a minimum requirement for higher level French at Leaving Certificate. 

Modern languages require students to be proficient in the following skills: 

Oral/speaking   

Written   

Aural/listening   

Reading 

Grammar and Cultural Awareness are essential elements of these courses. 

Exam Structure 

 Higher Level Ordinary Level 

Oral Exam – 13 minute French Interview with examiner.  25% 20% 

Aural / Listening – 40 minute exam with variety of dialogues and news items 20% 25% 

Written – 2.5 hour exam with written and reading components 55% 55% 
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Geography 

Geography is the study of people, their environment, and the interaction between the two. The 

course follows from Junior Cert Geography, and covers very similar topics (such as rocks, soils, 

oceans, population movements, map-reading, and economic activities) in a lot more detail. 

The syllabus is divided into 4 main units. All students study the Core Units 1-3 and Elective Unit 

4: 

Core Unit 1 - Patterns and processes in the physical environment  

Core Unit 2 - Regional geography  

Core Unit 3 - Geographical investigation and skills  

Elective Unit 4 - Patterns and processes in the human environment  

Students taking the Higher Level also study Optional Unit Geoecology.  

Exam Structure 

Leaving Certificate Geography is assessed at Ordinary and Higher level in ascending order of difficulty. There are two 

assessment components: 

Written Examination (80%) 

Geographical Investigation Report (20%) 

Students complete two questions on the core units, one question on an elective unit, and one question on an optional 

unit. 

 

 

 

History 

The Leaving Cert History course at Drimnagh Castle focuses on 

Late Modern (1815-1993) History. 

Within this field of study, there are six topics from Irish history and six from the history of Europe and the wider world. 

Students will study two topics from Irish history and two from the history of Europe and the wider world from Late 

Modern (1815-1993). One topic will be prescribed for documents-based study from the Later Modern field of study – 

for Leaving Cert 2021, this will be USA and The Wider World: 1945 - 1992. Students will engage in a documents-based 

study of the prescribed topic from their selected field of study. 

Exam Structure 

The History exam will last 2 hours 50 minutes and pupils will answer the documents-based study and three essays 

(one from each topic studied). 

Ordinary level students follow an identical course, with a different emphasis in the way questions are asked on exam 

papers. 

Assessment consists of two components: A written examination paper (80%) and a research study report (20%) 

submitted around Easter before the June exam. 

 

 



20 
 

 

Music 

Leaving Certificate Music involves a series of interrelated musical activities within 

each of the three core areas of musical experience - performing, composing and 

listening. In providing the musical knowledge, understanding, practical competencies and attitudes appropriate to 

their age, abilities and interests, the syllabus caters for the varying needs of all students including those who wish to 

pursue further studies in music. You do not need music to progress into a music course in college but needless to say 

it would help. 

Exam Structure 

Listening Paper   

90 minutes - Four set works, Irish music and general listening skills. 

 

Composition Paper    

90 minutes - Melody writing and harmony 

 

Performance   

Examined in April of 6th year  

Candidates may perform as a soloist or as part of a group or both. 

Ordinary Level: 2 pieces on one instrument and one unprepared test. 

Higher Level: 6 pieces on one instrument and one unprepared test OR 4 pieces on each of two instruments and one 

unprepared test OR 4 pieces on one instrument, music technology and one unprepared test. 

 

 

 

Politics and Society 

The Politics & Society Leaving Certificate programme is about the social 

systems within which people act locally, nationally and more widely.  

The Politics & Society syllabus covers some of the key themes and ideas in 

the social and political sciences. As a student on the course, you get to apply 

these themes and ideas to your school and to the local environment, as well 

as exploring how they apply in the wider world. For example, through looking at the changes in your own local 

community over the last few years, you will have an opportunity to discuss whether or not these changes constitute 

development, and whether or not they are sustainable. 

Assessment is based on the course aims, objectives and learning outcomes. There are two assessment components 

at each level: 

 A citizenship project report which accounts for 20% of the total marks.  

 A written examination which accounts for 80% of the final grade  

The citizenship project changes from year to year and is based number of topics from which students choose one to 

work on. The citizenship project requires students to research a topic of interest to them and then put their learning 

into action. 
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Physics  

The Leaving Cert physics course follows directly from Junior Cert Science, and covers more 

topics in greater depth. 

Physics aims to enhance the student’s ability to think logically, observe and understand 

scientific method.  

The course is heavily based around experiments - students are required to complete and 

write reports of 24 practical experiments throughout the two years of Senior Cycle, and be 

fully aware of: 

 How to accurately record and analyse results 

 How to minimise and accommodate for experimental errors. 

These laboratory experiments, along with many more non-compulsory experiments are examined in detail on a 

section of the written exam paper. 

It is recommended that a student studying Physics achieved at least a grade B in Ordinary Level Junior Certificate 

Maths. 

Exam Structures 

The leaving cert exam is three hours in duration. A total of 400 marks are available for the exam. 

Section A: Section B: 

Students must answer 3 out of 4 questions Students must answer 5 out of 8 questions 

Questions are based on experimental procedures and use 
of results 

Questions are broader and theory based 

 

Spanish 

Spanish as a Leaving Cert subject aims to bring students closer to fluency in the 

Spanish language, as well as developing a good knowledge of literature, culture, and 

geography to provide a context for communication. As the second most widely spoken 

native language, and most widely studied language on the planet, Spanish has 

widespread use in international business. It also makes travel to Spain, Mexico, and 

most of South America more accessible. 

Exam Structure 

Oral Examination (25% at HL / 20% at OL) 

Part 1: The examiner will use personal questions to assess student knowledge in the target language. 

 

Part 2: this comes after the personal questions when the examiner asks a student one role-play from five prepared.  

Written exam (55%) – 2.5 hour exam in June of 6th year. 

Listening Examination (20% at HL / 25% at OL) – 40 minute exam after the written exam. 
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Technology 

Leaving Certificate technology provides students with the knowledge and skills associated with 

technology education. Students apply their knowledge and skills creatively in a design-based 

approach to solving everyday technological problems, mindful of the impact on natural resources 

and on the environment. 

In a world where encounters with a wide range of technologies are part of the daily life 

experience of all people at work or at leisure, students should be equipped to face these 

encounters with the confidence which comes from learning about, through and with a 

range of technologies. 

The syllabus comprises core areas of study, which are mandatory, and five optional 

areas of study, from which students choose two. 

 

Exam Structure 

25% - Practical project. Brief released around October which details a design challenge to which students must create 

and manufacture their own solutions. 

25% - Brief accompanying the project detailing student’s thinking behind their projects as well as documenting their 

journey of constructing their chosen design.   

50% - Written exam (Higher Level – 2.5 hours, Ordinary Level 2 hours) 
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Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 

 

 

LCVP was first introduced in Ireland in 1994 in response to the challenge placed on Ireland’s education system by a 

changing work and business environment. It combines the academic strengths of the Leaving Certificate with a new 

and dynamic focus on self-directed learning, enterprise, work and the community. This two year programme is part 

of an expanded provision that aims to cater for the diversity of participants’ needs at senior cycle. 

Students who take the LCVP/Link Modules will benefit in several ways.  Through the Programme’s focus on personal 

development, they will be able to: 

 Communicate their thoughts and ideas effectively. 

 Take responsibility for their own learning. 

 Work as a member of a team or group. 

 Adapt and cope with changing circumstances. 

Through the Programme’s focus on the world of work they will have: 

 Knowledge of the world of work. 

 Skills for job seeking. 

 Undertaken work experience or participated in work simulation. 

Through the Programmes’ focus on enterprise, business and technology they will: 

 Be more innovative and enterprising. 

 Be used to working in teams. 

 Be familiar with setting up and running enterprising initiatives. 

 Have experience of using computers and audio-visual equipment. 

Through these benefits, LCVP students will be more employable.  They will be in a better position to set up their own 

business.  In addition, they will have skills and aptitudes which will enable them to be more effective learners in the 

further education they receive at third level. 

This is a practical subject/programme that suits practical students. It is a real preparation for the world of work. The 

bulk of marks go for the portfolio which is done over the 2-year. It also links with other option subjects which can 

enhance performance in those subjects. LCVP promotes skills and qualities of self-reliance, innovation and enterprise 

Skills such as planning, researching, writing reports and making presentations are keys to your success at third level 

and are all learned through LCVP.  LCVP may be counted as one of the six subjects when calculating points but it does 

not count as a subject for matriculation purposes. 

To be eligible to study LCVP you must: 

 Take a minimum of five Leaving Certificate Subjects (at Higher, Ordinary or Foundation Level) including Irish 

(unless exempt) 

 Two of the above must be selected from one of the designated Vocational Subject Groupings outlined below 

 Study the two Link Modules, namely Preparation for the World of Work and Enterprise Education 
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Vocational Subject Groupings (VSGs) 2018/2019 

Specialist Groupings 

1. Design and Communication Graphics and Technology 

2. Physics and Technology or Design & Communication Graphics 

3. Accounting; Business; Economics (Any two)   

4. Physics and Chemistry 

5. Biology and Chemistry or Physics 

6. Art - Design Option or Craft Option and Design & Communication Graphics 

Services Groupings 

7. Technology or Design & Communication Graphics and Accounting or Business or Economics 

8. Art - Design or Craftwork Option and Accounting or Business or Economics 

9. Music and Accounting or Business or Economics 

 

Exam Structure 

LCVP students follow the same subject syllabi and are assessed in the same way as their peers in the Leaving 

Certificate. For the Link Modules they are assessed by Written Examination (40%) and by Portfolio of Coursework 

(60%).  

The Portfolio of coursework must be submitted on the first Wednesday in March. The written examination takes place 

the first Wednesday in May of the Leaving Certificate Year.  The examination is of two and a half hours duration and 

consists of three sections which are outline below. 

The structure of the Written Examination is as follows: 

• Section A -  Audio Visual Presentation 

• Section B - Case Study (received in advance by students) 

• Section C - General Questions (4 out of 6) 

The Portfolio of Coursework accounts for 60% of total marks. Students assemble the portfolio over the two years of 

the programme and it is assessed at the end of the final year of the Leaving Certificate.  The Portfolio and Written 

Examination are externally assessed by the Department of Education & Skills. 

 

LINK MODULES - PORTFOLIO OF COURSEWORK 

CORE ITEMS     OPTIONAL ITEMS (any two) 

Curriculum Vitae    Diary of Work Experience 

Career Investigation    Enterprise Report 

Enterprise/Action Plan    Recorded Interview/Presentation 

Summary Report    Report on My Own Place 
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The Differential Aptitude Tests 

 

Introduction 

 

A short time ago, you took the Differential Aptitude Tests. This section explains the meaning of each test and ways it 

may help you to choose your Leaving Certificate subjects. Knowing your strongest abilities and can give you a head 

start as you begin to think about your future.  

 

Each DAT test measures your ability in a different area. The areas are explained in the next few pages and examples 

of the type of questions relating to each area are set out.  

 

Employers increasingly use Aptitude Tests to provide an insight into a person’s academic potential and likely 

comparative performance within specific careers. 

Some courses require aptitude tests to be taken by the applicant prior to college entry, to ensure their suitability to 

the specific course.  

 

Your profile shows your aptitudes based on your performance on the day of the test and should reflected on in the 

context of academic performance to date, particular interests and exposure to the test activities. 

In looking at your results you need to focus on those areas in which you did best and try to capitalise on these as far 

as you can in your future education, training and job hunting. The sections below will give you more idea of what 

each of the individual DAT results mean and of how understanding them, and can help you in choosing subjects and 

looking at careers you are suited to.  

 

 

Write your strongest aptitudes in the spaces below: 

My strongest aptitudes were: 

1. __________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________ 
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Verbal Reasoning 

This test measures the ability of a student to see relationships 

among words.  

Verbal reasoning ability is important for work which may 

involve communicating ideas or understanding written 

material. This ability is always central to the study of Arts 

subjects e.g. English, History, Law, Religious Studies, Modern 

and Classical Languages. In these subjects a great deal of 

reading of books or, translation between languages, can be 

involved. Verbal reasoning ability is also required wherever 

communicating with others is necessary (e.g. training, work 

involving the production of written material and 

administration).  

 

A strength in Verbal Reasoning could help in the following subjects: 

 A Language 

 History 

 English 

 Business 

 Biology 

 Politics and Society 

 

 

Numerical Reasoning:  

   

This test measures the ability to perform mathematical 

reasoning tasks.  

Numerical ability is important for work in the technical 

professions such as science, engineering and architecture. It is 

also important for many jobs in business and finance (e.g. sales 

forecasting, banking, etc) and is very much needed for work in 

accounting. In the technical area, numerical ability is relevant to 

any sort of work in which calculations or precise measurements 

need to be made (for instance, surveying, joinery or laboratory 

work). It is also important for many clerical or administrative jobs 

(e.g. local government, accounts administration, etc.).   

 

 

 

 

Example 

…….is to bark as cat is to ……. 

 

Select one of the following answers: 

A  maiow ------ kitten 

B  dog -------- miaow 

C  dog ------ scratch 

D  seal --------  kitten 

E  tree  -------- Scratch 

Example 

16x2  +  4y2  +   3x2 = 

 

A  19x2  +  4y2 

B  19x4  +  4y2 

C  23x2y2 

D  23x4y2 

E  None of these 
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Abstract Reasoning:   

 

This test is a non-verbal measure of 

reasoning ability. Each test item is a 

geometric series in which the 

elements change according to a 

given rule. 

The ability to think in abstract terms 

is needed for work which involves 

seeing relationships between 

things. Good Abstract Reasoning could be of value for a potential engineer, scientist e.g. physicist mathematician, 

builder, artist, architect, economist, etc, and even an arts person e.g. Historians. Abstract Reasoning can play an 

important role for those who need to envisage the causes and effects of situations e.g. in understanding how a road 

accident has occurred, how a game of football, cricket, snooker, hockey or tennis is being played, how a sequence of 

events is likely to progress in the future, how market prices may develop in a particular financial sector etc.  It is a 

means of interpreting the future on the basis of past events or trends. Abstract Reasoning is also important for working 

in the field of design, since design is often concerned with the expression of abstract ideas or themes. 

  

 A strength in Abstract Reasoning could help in the following subjects: 

 History 

 Physics 

 Chemistry 

 Biology 

 Economics 

 Politics and Society 

 

Perceptual Speed and Accuracy:   

  

This test measures the ability to compare and mark written 

lists quickly and accurately. This test may predict success in 

certain kinds of routine clerical tasks, such as filing and 

coding. Good scores are also desirable for certain jobs 

involving technical and scientific data. 

Furthermore, this is an ability required in all types of work 

where attention to detail and quality are important (e.g. 

accountancy and some types of legal work). 

 

A strength in Perceptual Speed and Accuracy could help in the following subjects: 

 Almost all subjects!  

 

Example  

Select the next figure in the sequence 

Problem Figure Answer Figure 

| || ||| ||||  
 

|||| |||||| ||| |||||||| ||||| 
 

    A     B     C      D      E 

Example 

Mark the underlines combination on your answer 

sheet: 

A  AB  AC  AD  Ae  AF 

B   aA  aB  Ba  BA  Bb 

C   A7  7A  B7  7B  AB 
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Mechanical Reasoning:   

This test measures the ability to understand basic mechanical 

principles of machinery, tools, and motion. Each item consists 

of a pictorially presented mechanical situation and a simply 

worded question. Items require reasoning rather than special 

knowledge.  

This ability is important for any sort of work involving the 

design, operation or repair of equipment and is also very 

important in the field of engineering and in some areas of 

product design. Examples of jobs in which mechanical 

ability is important are motor mechanic, industrial fitter, 

production engineer, civil engineer, aero-engineer, 

surveyor, electrician, carpenter, machine operator, product designer, draughtsmanship and builder. 

A strength in Mechanical Reasoning could help in the following subjects: 

 Physics 

 Technology 

 

Space Relations:  

This test measures the ability to visualise a three-dimensional object from a two-dimensional pattern and to visualise 

how this object would look if rotated in space. Each problem shows one pattern, followed by four three-dimensional 

figures. The student is asked to choose the one figure that can be made from the pattern.  

 

The Space Relations test assesses a person's 

ability to visualise objects in three 

dimensions. This ability is needed for any 

form of work in which it is important to be 

able to visualise objects and to understand 

how they relate to each other. Examples of 

jobs where good spatial abilities are required 

are architecture, construction, engineering, 

design and manufacturing, 

draughtsmanship, technical drawing, dentistry, the fine arts and also any type of technical or craftwork, 

which involves dealing with objects at a practical level. 

A strength in Space Relations could help in the following subjects: 

 Art 

 Applied Maths 

 Physics 

 Design & Communications Graphics 

 Technology 

Example 

When the handle is moved in the direction of the 

arrow, in which direction will the paddle turn, A 

or B? 

 

Example 
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Spelling:  

This test measures how well the student can spell common 

English words. The words are presented in a format that 

includes three correctly spelled words and one misspelled 

word. The misspelled words reflect the most plausible and 

commonly made errors identified by a major research study.  

This ability is necessary in jobs where written 

communication is important. Good spelling is needed 

for work in administration and for many professional 

jobs. Certain other kinds of work in which a very high 

level of spelling accuracy would be required in 

journalism, business report and technical writing, legal drafting, secretarial, education and language 

translation. This aptitude can also be an indicator of how well you can learn information off e.g. Biology 

terms. 

 

A strength in Spelling could help in the following subjects: 

 Language 

 Biology 

 Business 

 

 

 

Language Usage:  

 
This test measures the ability to detect errors in 

grammar, punctuation, and capitalization. The test 

consists of sentences that divide into four parts. 

The student must choose whether one part has an 

error in punctuation, capitalization, or grammar, 

or whether the sentence is correct as written. 

The ability to use language is important in any 

job in which communication, either written or 

verbal, is involved. Examples of areas in which good language skills are required are management, teaching, 

professional work (e.g. medicine, law, accountancy), work in the media radio and television, journalism, 

clerical/administrative work, translation and library work. 

 

A strength in Language Usage could help in the following subjects: 

 Language 

 History 

 Business 

 Politics and Society 

Example 

Which word is not spelled correctly? 

A cycle 

B gurl 

C arrow 

D wrote 

 

Example 

Jason and Carl / will be mowing / the lawn / this Weekend 

 A                       B                    C                 D 
 

              E No error 
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Checklist for making you Leaving Certificate Subject Choice 

 

 

Subject Preference 

What are/were your best subjects at Junior Certificate? What are your favourite 

subjects? What subjects do/did you not enjoy at Junior Certificate? 

TY students: What subjects do you enjoy in TY? 

 

Preferred Learning Style 

What subjects do you find easy to learn and why? Do you like learning off facts or 

learning by working things out? 

 

Career Interests 

 What careers are you currently interested in? 

 

Strengths 

 What are you good at? What are your talents and strengths? 

 

Passions 

What do you love doing? What are your hobbies? 

 

Third Level Subject Requirements 

Are there any specific subject requirements for any third level courses you are 

interested in? Check these at www.qualifax.ie. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

How many subjects should I take and at what level? 

You study seven subjects inside the school timetable. Your best six grades, achieved in one sitting of the Leaving 

Certificate will be used to calculate your points score for entry purposes to CAO college courses. 

 

The question of the 8th subject… 

Some of you may choose to study an 8th subject, such as Applied Maths or LCVP. Think very carefully about this. There 

is no such thing as an easy higher level paper and every subject requires a considerable time commitment and effort 

on your part. Studying eight subjects is a major undertaking. If the additional subject is being studied outside of school, 

you will have to factor in the time travelling to and from such a grind. All this time and effort eats into the time 

available to you to work on the seven subjects you are studying in school.  

 

What happens if I don’t take Higher Level Irish? 

Apart from ruling out a number of honours degree programmes (level 8) which have Irish as a core entry requirement, 

the main consequence of dropping higher Irish is that you are precluded from studying to be a primary school teacher 

in any of the Irish training colleges. 

 

What happens if I do not take Higher Level Maths? 

With the extra 25 bonus points on offer, this subject is becoming more and more popular. A pass in ordinary level 

maths is essential for entry to the majority of courses. The 3,700 students who fail to secure a grade O6 in ordinary 

level are in a particularly difficult situation. A further 5,200 students each year choose foundation level maths and 

there is a growing number of colleges and courses that offer places to students who secure a minimum grade at this 

level.  

It is important to note that the 25 extra points in higher level Maths will only be awarded to those achieving a H6 

grade or above. Those who achieve a H7 (30 – 40%) will meet the matriculation requirements but will not be awarded 

the additional points. 

 

What is the easiest subject in the Leaving Certificate and what is the hardest? 

No Leaving Cert subject is easy, but studying something you are really interested in will make it seem easier and, as a 

result, you will probably get higher marks in it. If you dislike a subject, you will need to work harder to achieve a good 

grade and your motivation will need to be strong. 
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What happens if I do not take a language other than Irish and English? 

The National University of Ireland (NUI) colleges require a pass in a third language for entry into a large number of 

courses. These colleges are Maynooth University, University College Dublin (UCD), NUI Galway, University College 

Cork (UCC) and a range of associated constituent colleges, all of which are listed on the NUI website at ww.nui.ie 

In recent years, colleges have dropped their third language requirements for Science and Engineering. UCD has 

dropped it for their Agricultural programmes and Maynooth University have dropped it for entry into Law, Accounting, 

Finance and Business degree programmes.  

PLC Colleges do not require a third language. 

A third language is also a requirement for the cadetship in the Army or the Air Corps. 

Trinity College accepts Irish as a second language requirement. UL, DCU and the Institutes of Technology do not 

require a continental language for entry purposes to most of their courses, apart from those which involve the study 

of such a language. 

So, while not choosing a language will not affect entry to the majority of third level institutions, it will restrict choice 

to some extent. 

 

What combinations of subjects work? 

You should attempt to select a balanced range of subjects that will leave your further and higher education options 

open for as long as possible. Most students study Irish (unless exempted), English and Maths. A large majority of 

students also study a continental language, or for those students coming originally from outside the EU, a native 

language approved by the State Examination Commission (SEC). 

In selecting your remaining three subjects, you should consider what third level courses you might be interested in 

when you leave school. If you have specific courses in mind, check that your subject choices and levels match the 

entry requirements for these courses. You will find this information on college websites. 

Another good idea is to check what courses you may be excluded from if you take, or don’t take, a particular Leaving 

Certificate subject. You can find this information by going to ‘Minimum Entry Requirements’ in the ‘Useful Tools’ 

section on www.qualifax.ie 

Unless you have a specific career or course interest that is guiding your remaining subject choices, the advice is to 

spread your final three choices across the entire spectrum of business, scientific, humanities and practical subjects. 

You should also be mindful of the results of previous examinations and aptitude test results when making these 

choices. 

 

If I don’t know what I want to study at third level, what subjects should I choose? 

It is advisable to take a good mixture of subjects. A language and a science subject are important. Choose what you 

enjoy and what you are good at. Reviewing previous aptitude and interest profiler results will help you in determining 

the career path that might suit you.   

 

 

 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
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Useful Websites 

 

Qualifax.ie 
For information on courses at all levels in Ireland. Specific course 
requirements can be found here. 

Cao.ie Information on how to apply to courses in Ireland 

Careersportal.ie 
Descriptions of subjects available for Leaving Certificate. 
Information on career planning, career areas, courses and 
qualifications 

Accesscollege.ie 
Information on access routes to college for students with learning 
difficulties, health problems or from under-represented areas 

Susi.ie Information on student grants 

Fetchcourses.ie Information on Further Information and Training courses 

Apprenticeship.ie Information on apprenticeships 

Ucas.com Information on applying to college in the UK 

Eunicas.com Support service for applying to college in Europe. 

 


